SPOKEN ENGLISH - QUESTIONNAIRE
EVERYDAY ENGLISH AT SCHOOL
01. At what time do you come to school?
I come to school at half past six
I come to school at seven o' clock
I come to school at 7.15 a.m.
02. Do you come early to school ? why ?
i. Yes, I come early /to clean the classroom/to revise my school
work etc./to do my duty / to play cricket
ii. No. I do not come early, as I come from a distance / far
03. Do you get late to school ?
i. Yes, sometimes I do, when I oversleep
ii. Yes, I happen to be late when my school van is delayed
04. Whenever you are late, what is the punishment given to you ?
I have to engage an outside work assigned by prefects
05. If there is a special function at school, what will be your attire?
I have to be in full school uniform, which means, long sleeve
shirt, trousers and college tie
06. How will you invite your friend to visit the school library?
(Name), shall we go to the library and borrow a few books for
the week - end ?
07. How will you inform your friend that you will not be able to
attend any practice (sports/choir/club etc.) after school ?
(Name of friend), I won't be staying for practices today as I am
not feeling too well/as I have a class /as I have got some work
to do
08. You want to leave the class to go to the
washroom, how would you ask your teacher
for the pass ?
Teacher, please can I borrow the pass, as I want
to use the washroom
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09. One of your classmates is ill in hospital, how would you ask his
best friend about his condition ?
i. (Name of friend), How is Pasindu /Lehan /Gamitha ?
Did you visit him at hospital ?
ii. (Name of friend), Any further news about.............................
iii. What is his latest Condition ?
10. Your teacher wants you to go to the next class to borrow a
Science Text Book, How would you ask for it from the teacher
next door ?
Excuse me teacher, our Science teacher wants a Science Text
Book from one of the boys, please can I borrow one ?
11. Term Tests are round the corner, how would you inquire from
your friends about the Time Table ?
i. Hi, did the teacher give the Time Table yesterday ? Can I
copy it please ?
ii. Hi, can I copy the Test Time Table, as I was absent yesterday?
12. What do you think about the Assessing the progress of
Competency Levels ?
i. Wow! It's really good I like it a lot, because it encourages me
work hard.
ii. It's a very good step taken to motivate the students.
iii. It's a great innovation we are the only school to have it
13. Have you got any Certiﬁcates
i. Yes. of course, I got a /Silver/Gold /Platinum Certiﬁcate /etc.
ii. No. I have not, but I am trying my level best to get one this
time
14. Did you get through the First Level of the
Spoken English Exam?
i. Yes. I got a /Silver /Gold /Platinum
Certiﬁcate/etc.
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15. You want to join the Junior / Senior Debating Team, how would
you approach your English Teacher ?
i. Teacher, please include my name in the Debating Team as I
am a good speaker
ii. Teacher, is there any chance of me being able to be a part of
the Junior / Senior Debating Team ?
16. Do you have any siblings at school ?
i. Yes, I have my younger / older brother
ii. No, I do not have any brothers at school
17. What do you think of the school environment ?
i. It's beautiful, clean and pleasant
ii. It's calm and serene, admired much by passers - by
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AROUND THE WORLD
01. How do you travel to school?
a. I walk to school, as I live nearby
b. I travel by school van
c. I come by bus/train/car/on foot
02. What happens if you miss the school van?
a. I use the public transport
b. I come with my parents
c. I hire a three-wheeler
03. How far away from school is your home?
a. I live ............................... kilometers away from school
b. I live down Viskam Road / Galwadugoda Road etc.
04. Do you generally travel by public or private transport?
a. I usually travel by public transport
b. I prefer to travel in my father's vehicle
c. I usually come by school van
05. Do you like to travel by public modes of transport? Why?
a. Yes, it's cheaper
b. No, it's inconvenient/it's not comfortable/it is time
consuming
06. What are the advantages of using the highway?
a. It saves time
b. There is less trafﬁc
c. It is easy to drive
07. What are the main causes of road accidents?
a.
b.
c.
d.

reckless driving
careless pedestrians
not observing road rules
trafﬁc congestions
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08. Do you enjoy cycling? why?
a. Yes, I do, because of the thrill of riding against the wind
b. No, I fear falling off and injuring myself.
c. Yes, It's a good exercise
09. Name the different modes of transport
land, water, air and underwater
10. How would you wish a person travelling abroad
-

Bon Voyage!
Have a safe journey!

11. How does travelling help you to educate yourself ?
a. It helps us to communicate with people
b. We come to know the traditions and customs of other people
c. We learn about the history, food habits and various dialects
(different form of a language) of that particular area
12. What should you equip yourself with before you set out on a
Journey?
a. Travel Documents (Passport, ID Card, Toll Ticket etc.)
b. Luggage
c. Food and Beverage
13. Why do people travel?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

They travel for pleasure and enjoyment
They travel to widen their knowledge
They travel to get rid of their loneliness and boredom
They travel to meet up with friends and relations
They travel to go to their workplace/school etc.

14. What is the meaning of jet lag?
Jet lag is the feeling of being tired and slightly confused after a
long plane journey especially when there is a big difference in
the time at the place you arrive in
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15. How does a pilgrimage differ from a pleasure trip?
A pilgrimage is a spiritual experience, whereas, a pleasure trip is
meant for fun and enjoyment
16. What are the problems that may hinder a journey?
Problems like accidents/tyre puncture/trafﬁc congestion/
natural disasters - bad weather earthslips, ﬂoods, tsunami etc. ....
may hinder a journey.
17. What is a voyage?
A voyage is a journey by sea.
18. Name the people who help you when you travel.
They are the Driver, Conductor, Trafﬁc Policeman, Pilot,
Captain, Sailor, Servicemen, Stewards, Mechanic, Cabin Crew
etc.
19. You are at the Railway Station and want to inquire about the
next train to Kandy, how would you ask?
i. Excuse me, Please may I know at what time the next train to
Kandy is?
ii. Excuse me, please let me know the details of the next
available train to Kandy.
20. You are at the Airport, you want to make an inquiry regarding
your misplaced luggage. How would you proceed?
Excuse me, I am a passenger who was on ﬂight No .....................
from Chennai, London etc. which reached Katunayake
International Airport on (date) at (time) I have misplaced my
luggage, please help me to trace it.
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SPORTS IS FUN
01. Do you participate in any sport at school?
Yes I do ............................................................
02. What is your favourite sport? Why do you like it the most?
My favourite sport is ....................................................................
I love it because ............................................................................
03. What are the advantages of playing any sport?
*
*
*
*

We can do better in our studies
We can learn team work
It improves our self conﬁdence
It helps to overcome stress

04. What are the health beneﬁts of doing any sport?
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

It helps in the efﬁcient functioning of the heart
It helps to control diabetes
It reduces cholesterol levels
It improves blood circulation
We can maintain lower stress level

05. Do you think that sports can disturb your studies?
No, if a time table is followed and the balance between sports
and studies is struck, sports will not a disturbance to studies
06. Sports can get you to a better position in the job market,
do you agree?
Yes, having done a sport could give us an edge over the
others in the competitive world of today.
07. Is your College well known for sporting activities?
Yes, it has produced so many good sportsmen in all sports and
they have established a lot of records.
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08. What are the areas in sports that needs improvement in your
school?
* More facilities will have to be provided
* Modern sporting equipments need to be supplied
* More attention from sporting authorities is required for
certain sports.
09. Name a few changes you expect for the development of sports
in Sri Lanka.
* The governing body for Sports should organize sports
related events and competitions.
* They should introduce improvements in the basic
infrastructure for sports
10. If you become the Minister of Sports in Sri Lanka. what changes
would you make?
* I will have competitions to pick unnoticed but talented
sportsmen from all parts of the island
* I will endure to create equal concentration on all sports
11. Give a brief description about any sport of your choice.
Eg: Cricket is a game played between two teams. Each team has
eleven players. There is a batting side and a ﬁelding side. There
are one day matches, Test matches and Twenty-Twenty matches
etc.
12. If you are unable to attend sports practices. How would you
inform the coach?
* Excuse me sir, I will not be able to attend basketball/ cricket/
foot-ball etc... practices today as I am not well/ as I have to
attend a family function/ as I have exams tomorrow.
13. Your College Team is leaving for a Tournament, how would you
wish them?
-

All the best boys! Win the match for us.
Wish you good luck !
Wish you all the best
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14. Your College Team has lost a match, how would you comfort
them?
-

Winning or losing does not matter, it's how you play the
game.
Don't worry! There is always another chance to win a game.

15. "Imagine you are the Winning Captain and you are facing the
press how would you answer the following questions?"
How do you feel after the victory?
* I am happy and proud, it was a great achievement
* The credit goes to the boys. They played a marvellous game
* I am overwhelmed by the victory
16. Were there any tense moments during the match?
How did you manage?
* Yes, there were many, but, I remained calm and cool
* I did not lose my patience, but, continued to encourage the
boys
17. Did you discover any new talent during this season?
-

Yes, there are many promising youngsters for the future
Yes, I was able to identify many upcoming talented players

18. Imagine you are the Losing Captain,
how would you answer the Press?
-

I accept the defeat but hope to do better in the future games
Our boys played well, but the opposing team/
side played a better game

19. You are at the Felicitation Dinner, as the Captain how would
you address the gathering?
Good Evening to all of you! It's a great pleasure and privilege to
address you tonight. This season has been really memorable.
I thank all of you for all the encouragement, support and
guidance given to the team at all times.
Please continue to do so.
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HEALTH IS WEALTH
01. You are at the hospital and you wish to make an
appointment with a doctor, how would you make
inquires at the Channel Counter ?
1. Excuse me, can I have an appointment with Dr. Aruna
Gunarathna the General Physician for this evening ?
2. Excuse me, please can I have an appointment to see the ENT
Surgeon Dr. Ruwan Perera
3. Will Dr. Prem Perera, the Neurologist be available
this evening ?
02. You want to ﬁnd out details about the fees etc. What
would you ask ?
1. How much is the Channelling Fee please ?
2. How much will the cost be ?
3. Can I pay by credit card or is it only by cash ?
03. You wish to see the doctor at the OPD, how would you proceed?
1. Excuse me, who is the doctor at the OPD today ?
2. Excuse me, can I see the doctor at the OPD please ?
04. You are at the Laboratory as you wait to get some tests done.
how would you make inquiries ?
1. Excuse me, I have to get these tests done, how
much will it cost me ?
2. Excuse me, how much do I have to pay for an
ECG/ Chest x - ray/ scan etc.?
3. Excuse me, what are your charges for these tests please?
05. You want to ﬁnd out about the rooms you should go to
for the tests/X-ray / scan etc. How would you ask?
1. Excuse me, where is the ECG Room please ?
2. Excuse me, can you please direct me to
the X-ray Department?
3. Excuse me, where do I have to go to get these tests done?
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06. You want to ﬁnd out further details about the tests, what would
you ask?
1. Excuse me,, for how many hours should 1 fast?
2. Excuse me, will the Exercise ECG be too strenuous /
difﬁcult for a heart patient ?
3. Can I get the ECG done immediately?
07. You want to ﬁnd out details about report collection etc.
how would you proceed?
1. Excuse me, where can I collect the reports?
2. Excuse me, will the Reports be ready by evening?
3. Excuse me, can I collect all the Reports by tomorrow
morning?
08. You are at the hospital, you have gone there to visit a patient,
how would you make inquiries?
1. Excuse me, can you please direct me to room No.2497
2. Excuse me, can you please tell me in which room
Mrs. Cecilia Perera is in?
3. Excuse me, are the visiting hours over ?
09. You want to visit the Physiotherapy Department, how would you
make inquiries?
1. Excuse me, can you please direct me to the Physiotherapy
Department ?
2. Excuse me, I have to visit the Physiotheopist, can you help
me please ?
10. Your friend has met with an accident and you are rushing him to
the hospital how would you proceed?
1. Excuse me Sister, can you please direct us to
the Accident Ward?
2. Excuse me Sister, can you please direct us to
the Emergency Unit
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11. You are at the Consultation Room with the Doctor, what would
you say to the Doctor?
1. Good Evening Doctor, I have a severe cough and a very bad
sore throat
2. Good Morning Doctor, I get a severe pain in my knee
whenever I raise my left leg
3. Doctor, I cannot turn my right arm. I think it's a ligament
pull, please treat me.
12. The doctor asks you certain questions, about your ailment how
would you respond?
1. Yes, doctor, I have had this pain since last week
2. No doctor, I did not have a fall
3. Yes doctor, I have a constant back ache
13. The doctor wants you to get some tests done. How would you
respond?
1. Yes doctor, I'll get them done today
2. Sure, I will get the tests done as soon as possible doctor
3. Alright doctor, I will go and get the tests done as soon as I
can
14. The doctor asks you to take complete bed rest for 03 days. How
would you ask him for a letter to produce at school?
1. Doctor, can I have a Medical Certiﬁcate please ?
2. Doctor can you please give me a letter granting me 03 days
medical rest?
15. The doctor wants a surgery done. What would you ask?
1. Should I do the surgery immediately?
2. Is it urgent doctor?
3. By when should I undergo the surgery,
doctor?
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16. You want to ﬁnd out the cost of the surgery how would you ask
the doctor?
1. Doctor, what would be the total cost of the surgery?
2. Doctor, how much will the operation cost me?
3. Doctor will the surgery be expensive?
17. You want to ﬁnd out about after-care, what would you ask?
1. Doctor, how long should I stay in hospital after the
operation?
2. Doctor, how many days will I have to spend at hospital?
18. You want to inquire about the leave requirement after surgery.
What would you ask the doctor?
1. Doctor for how long will I have to be away from school?
2. Doctor, can I go back to school in a month?
19. You are at the Reception Counter and want to inquire about the
doctor's arrival, How would yo proceed?
1. Excuse me, has Dr. Aruna Gunasekara come ?
2. Excuse me, please let me know if Dr. Aruna Gunasekara
has already come ?
20. You want to ﬁnd out the availability of a doctor at other
hospitals How would you ask ?
1. Excuse me, does Dr. ........................................ visit any other
hospitals?
2. Excuse me, where else can I consult Dr. .............................. ?
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THE LAST FAREWELL
Recall/Remember a funeral that you attended
01. Whose funeral did you attend ?
* I attended a relative's/ a family member's /
known person's /etc. .... funeral.
02. When and where was it ?
* It was last month/ last year/ etc. .... and it was in (place)
03. Was it a natural death or unexpected death ?
* It was a natural death.
* It was an unexpected untimely death, due to an
accident/ a heart attack / severe sickness / fatal illness
04. Where was the mortal remains kept ?
* It was kept at the deceased person's house
* It was kept at the Funeral Parlour
05. How was the atmosphere at the funeral house ?
* people looked sad
* There were ﬂowers, candles lamps, etc.
* It was quiet
06. What religion did the deceased person belong to ?
* He / she was a Buddhist / Christian / Hindu / Muslim
07. Can you say something about the funeral rites of your religion ?

Buddhist Funeral
* Buddhist Monks perform the funeral rites
* A white cloth is placed on the cofﬁn
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Catholic Funeral / Christian Funeral
* A Priest conducts the Funeral Service and blesses the
remains at church and cemetery
* They sing hymns during the service
Muslim Funerals
* They try to bury the deceased as fast as possible, probably
within 24 hours
* Bodies are buried facing "Makkah"
(The Muslim's holy city is in Saudi Arabia)
Hindu Funerals
* Funerals are usually conducted by a Priest and by the sons of
the deceased
* After the cremation, the ashes of the deceased are sprinkled
along the waters of the river or sea.
08. Was it a burial/cremation ?
* It was a burial /cremation
09. At which cemetery did the funeral take place ?
* It was at ....................................... Cemetery.
10. Who conducted the funeral rites ?
* The Chief Monk conducted the funeral rites
* A Priest in the family circle
11. Who did the funeral oration? (Oration - A short speech about the
deceased)
* A The Chief Monk
* A family member
* A relative / friend of the deceased
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12. How did the people who attended the funeral express their
sympathies ?
They expressed their sympathies by saying
* Please, accept our deepest sympathies/ our deepest
condolence
* We are sorry about your great loss
13. How were the people who attended the funeral dressed ?
* Most of them were in white clothes
* Most of them were in black or sober coloured clothes
14. How did the close and loved ones of the deceased express their
sorrow/ grief ?
* They were crying/ weeping/ moaning
15. How did the people at the funeral express their last respects ?
* They joined their hands and worshipped
* They bowed their heads
* They quietly stood beside the corpse and prayed
16. How was the corpse taken to the cemetery ?
It was taken in a hearse by the undertakers and loved ones.
17. Did people bring anything to the funeral to show their last
respects ?
* Yes, some brought wreaths/ ﬂowers
* Yes, some displayed banners expressing their sympathies
18. What happens after the burial/ cremation ?
* People express their sympathies and
pray for eternal rest for the deceased
person's soul and partake of a meal.
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19. Can you name some practices that people follow after a funeral?
Common practices after a funeral are
* Alms Giving
* Death Anniversary
* Memorial Services
20. As death is common to all, what do you think about death ?
i. I think as we all become dust we should lead a good life
ii. I think death has no particular place or time. It happens all of
a sudden
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Guidelines for Picture Description
w

The following picture descriptions are only samples for you to
read and understand.

w

You will be given a different picture at the exam to describe.

w

Use the Simple Present and Present Continuous Tense to
describe the picture. Other tenses may be used if necessary.

w

First of all, tell the examiner what the picture is all about

w

Then in a few sentences describe the people, the objects and the
actions that are taking place in the given picture
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EVERY DAY ENGLISH AT SCHOOL

This is picture of a school play area. There are beautiful ﬂowers in the
garden. There are ﬁve boys and three girls in the picture. Two boys are
on the see-saw. Two girls are playing on swing. A boy is carrying a
football in his hand. One girl is turning and talking to her friend. The
children seem to be enjoying themselves.......
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FUNERAL

This is a picture which shows the ﬁnal rites at a funeral. The cofﬁn is
placed at the centre. It is closed. The body cannot be seen. The loved
ones are gathered around. There are wreaths placed near the cofﬁn.
Monks perform the funeral rites by chanting religious verses. The
people look sad. The environment looks very quiet and sad.
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SPORTS

This is a picture of the RIO Olympics 2016. It seems to be the Opening
Ceremony. There is a huge crowd present to witness the ceremony.
Many boys and girls are performing on the stage. People are videoing
and photographing the event. The crowd seems to be enjoying
themselves eagerly awaiting the beginning of this grand event,
Olympics 2016. The Olympic Flag and Flags of many other nations are
hoisted. The Olympic Torch is lit. .....................
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HEALTH IS WEALTH

This picture shows a doctor at the patient's bedside. The doctor is
holding the hand of the patient and talking. She seems to be a calm and
kind lady. She is wearing a stethoscope around her neck. She is wearing
a lab coat. The patient is looking at the doctor.
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COLLEGE MOTTO AND THE CREST
School fulﬁl a vital responsibility in handing over a nation's
cultural heritage from generation to generation. It is the school that
provides a child with his ﬁrst real experience of the world outside his
home and family, and it is in the school environment that the growing
child learns most of his initial lessons of life and nature.
Those who planned and built the old public schools of Ceylon
believed in giving them an outstanding or deep culture, so that the
school would act as a theatre for moulding the child's character. Each of
these schools was given a crest and a motto, symbolic of the ideals and
values for which the institution stood.
The motto of Richmond College has a long history, dating back to
over a century. "NISI DOMINUS FRUSTRA" (All is in vain without
the Lord) had been ﬁrst proposed as the College motto in 1887.
However, according to records found in the National Archives and the
National Museum "PALMA VIRTUTI" (Virtue takes the prize) was
chosen as the ﬁrst College motto, and it is found in the College
magazines from 1891- 1899. It was replaced with " NISI DOMINUS
FRUSTRA" by Rev. Darrell in 1899, and it remains as the College
motto to this day. Rev. Alec Sneeth, writing in the Diamond Jubilee
magazine in 1936, gives an excellent descriptive interpretation of the
motto from the Christian point of view (reproduced here).
A description in verse of the College crest is found in the
magazines of 1899, when the crest was ﬁrst introduced.
The motto and crest were devised and designed in accordance with
Christian belief, But Richmond College which ofﬁcially lost its status
as a Methodist denominational school in 1962, had in effect ceased to
be a pure Christian school long before that with the students being
predominantly Buddhist,
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The ﬁrst Buddhistic interpretation of the motto was given by
Mr. D. G. Welikala in his annual report presented at the College prizegiving of 1962, where Mr. E.R. de Silva was the chief guest.
Mr. Welikala said that he was speaking at a time when old values
were changing, yielding place to new. This may lead to a conﬂict of
ideas between the older generation of Richmondites and the present
ones.
In such a situation, harmony would prevail if we respected the
other persons point of view and acted with love and compassion
according to the concepts of Buddhism. Addressing the present boys,
he advised them to always keep in mind the meaning of our motto EFFORT WOULD BE OF NO AVAIL WITHOUT THE DHAMMA.
A member of the Staff, Ven. Porawagama Gnanasiri Thero, makes
a detailed and meaningful analysis of the crest and motto, from the
point of view of Buddhist philosophy.
"The crest of Richmond College is a wonderful creation of art, full
of meaning in the religious, philosophical, educational and social
contexts.
Education is the essence of life. The sailing ship represents
Education and the waves of the sea signify life. The ship of Education is
moving forward in the sea of life. The three masts of the ship signify
knowledge, attitudes and skills. The 3 stars that light the path of ths ship
of Education are the Holy Triple Gem-the Buddha, Dhamma and
Sangha."
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THE MOTTO
The Latin words NISI DOMINUS FRUSTRA mean that no
amount of human effort will bring success without the blessings of
God. This is a universal truth. In most conventional religions based on
the belief that God is the creator of all things, success in dependent on
God's will. According to Buddhist philosophy, success depends on
adherence to the Dhamma.
"Dhammo Bhave Rakkathi Dhammachari" one who observes the
Dhamma will be protected by the Dhamma. Thus, the motto NISI
DOMINUS FRUSTRA is akin to the teachings of the Buddha".

EVOLUTION OF THE COLLEGE CREST
The crest with the present motto "NISI DOMINUS FRUSTRA"
ﬁrst appeared in the College magazine published for the trinity term in
1899.
Illustration No. 1

This crest is seen in magazine from 1899 till the mid -1930 s. After that,
it has taken the shape of a sheild with 2 curves on the top.
Illustration No. 2
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This crest has been used until 1962, when it had been subjected to
further change.
Illustration No. 3

The crest which was used since 1962 can be seen in
the assembly hall, on top of the ﬁrst building one comes across after
entering the College premises and on the scouts Golden jubilee
Commemoration Monument. These were put up during the
principalship of Mr. D.G. Welikala.
It is evident that since the 1970s, different forms of the crest had
been used on different occasions. The need to have a standard version
of the crest was raised at the OBA meeting. On a proposal made by Mr.
B. Suriarachchi, a sub committee was appointed to go into this matter
and report to the general committee. Dr. W. Dahanayake and a staff
member. Mr. Cecil Surasena, served on this sub-committee. The report
of the sub-committee was presented by Mr. Surasen to the general
committee on 07.07.1990, at a meeting presided over by the principal
Mr. S. Ileyperuma.
By a majority decision, the crest seen in illustration No. 2 was
chosen as the standard College Crest.
This extract is taken from the RICHMOND COLLEGE MAGAZINE - 1994
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